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[image: ]TERM 3/4 NEWSLETTERMessage from the Interim Head of School
Welcome back to Term 4! It was lovely getting to meet all of the children, parents, families and wider community of the school during Term 3 and sharing in the children’s social, personal and learning based achievements. It was an incredibly busy term but one with many achievements for all members of our school community!
During the last week of term, it was excellent to share some time with the children around their learning based achievements across Butterflies, Squirrels and Owl class. Thank you to all of the parents who turned up for our ‘Book Open Afternoon’, something we intend on making a regular item within our school calendar. It was amazing to see the children so proud of their learning and being able to share this with parents, so watch this space of other opportunities this term for parents to get involved in school.
We had many workshops across the course of the term for children to involve themselves in and we hope they shared these experiences with you- from tennis to creepy crawlies, Chinese New Year workshops to our fire awareness talks- there really was something for everyone! We are looking to continue to provide the children with this wealth of opportunity into Terms 5 and 6, with trips being planned and finalised for classes. I look forward to this!
Mr M. Burchett (Interim Head of School)_
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Breakfast/After School Club
Last term, we were delighted to see the uptake of our new breakfast and afterschool club provision. Numbers have gradually increased as we have made parents aware of funding via Medway County Council, which has been really positive to see!
However, we are now asking that as of Term 4, the following happens, after liaising fully with our breakfast/ afterschool club provider:
· All children need to be booked onto the system via the online portal, for each breakfast and afterschool club day they will attend. The easiest method to do this is by typing ‘Nex Gen Sports Pebble’ into google. From here, you will find our school listed and you can now click for ‘free spaces’. This is to ensure we are not oversubscribed but also to ensure the team have the most up to date medical/ allergy information for your child.
· Please ensure, on collection from afterschool club, you come to the black gates where children enter/ exit the school and not the school office.










End of Term Reports
Last term, you should have received your child’s interim school report, which marks their journey at the halfway point through this academic year. If you are not sure about the content of this report or have questions around this, please see your child’s class teacher in the first instance. If, after initial conversations there are still concerns, please direct your attention to me via the school office, and I will arrange a time for us to liaise alongside your child’s class teacher.
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Key messages for our whole school community
Vehicles around the school site- we are aware that there is no parking at our school. Can you please be mindful though of children crossing in and around the school site, your speed in and around the school site and dropping off in marked bays where possible. Parking in front of the zig zag lines or school office is an immediate health and safety risk and, in the event of an emergency, could cause significant issues.
PE day- A reminder that, on Wednesday, all children across the school should be in their PE kit. This will continue until the end of the academic year- if there are any additional days, your class teacher will make you aware.
School Trips- please note that, whilst we ask for a voluntary payment for school trips, if we do not receive enough funding to cover the trip sufficiently, this may have to be postponed. Should you require any support with payment, please contact the school office. 
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St John’s School Day and your help!
A reminder of timings for our school day:
Gates open: 8:40am
Gates close: 8:55am
Please remember that, if children arrive after 8:55am, they will be marked as late in the register and this will impact their attendance. In the mornings, can we please ask for the following:
· No parents to enter the school playground. Please can you drop your child off at the black gates and there will be members of staff to support them on their entry into school.
At the end of the day:
Gates open: 3:10pm
Gates close: 3:25pm
If your child is not collected before the gates close, they will wait for you in the school office. If they have not been collected by 3:35pm, then they will be placed in afterschool club- this will not act as a free space and will be charged at the normal rate of afterschool club payments. Please try to ensure punctuality and, where you know you are going to be late, ensure timely communication with us.
For collection, Butterflies and Squirrels will exit through the ‘black gate’ while Owls will currently exit through the gate adjacent to our school playground.




Term 4 Dates
Tuesday 3rd March- Bring and Buy Cake Sale (School Playground)
Friday 6th March- World Book Day (see separate letter for more information)
Friday 13th March- Special Visitor Afternoon (2:15- more information to follow)
Friday 20th March- Red Nose Day/ Squirrels visit to Kent Life
Thursday 26th March- Owls trip to Fort Amherst
Monday 30th March-Easter event at the Church (children and staff only)
Tuesday 31st March- Open Book Look Afternoon from 3:15pm (more information to follow)
Thursday 2nd April- Easter event at the Church (parents invited to attend) and End of Term
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Our Calendar
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